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2019

 
1) American Battle Monuments and VFW Post 2485 are in negotiations to supply concrete crypts to Clark 

Veterans Cemetery. Our Post continues to supply crypts as part of our legacy with the cemetery. However, 
VFW Post 2485 must charge for the cost of the crypts and we have gotten some push back from veteran 
families over the cost of the veteran’s burial benefit. The price of the concrete crypts will increase the cost to 
the families. American Battle Monuments has mentioned supplying the crypts at no cost to the family, but 
nothing is firmed as of this writing. 

2) If American Battle Monuments Commission takes the contract and the bid from the local contractor, then 
Post 2485 will be fully disengaged with cemetery operations. It is our view this is how it should be since the 
government began maintaining the cemetery in 2014 and VFW Post 2485 is not mentioned in the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the U.S. and Philippine governments. The Grave Digger program is 
no longer required to fund cemetery operations, but it has found some usefulness providing indigent 
veterans with an honorable burial they deserve. The Grave Digger fund will continue as a legacy program and
is nearly self-sustaining though the Post Honor Guard and monthly donations. New memberships and 
donations are welcome.  

3) We buried no indigent veterans in February 2019. Our indigent criteria follow:

a) The veteran must be willfully abandoned by his legal next of kin and legally declared indigent by 
competent authority to include legal authority over the veteran’s remains, 

b) The veteran must have an income, to the best of our knowledge, of less than $2,000 each month, to 
include military retirement, VA disability compensation, and social security, 

c) The Grave Diggers will offer no more than the standard rate for funeral services for a single veteran of 
approximately $1000, negotiable downward, and

d) The Grave Diggers must be able to claim the veteran’s burial benefit on behalf of the veteran to reimburse
the fund and help the next indigent veteran. 

4) In March and April 2019, the Grave Diggers buried the following comrades at Clark Veterans Cemetery:

a) 6 Mar 2019: Johnny Danny Abraham Spurgion, US Marine Corp and USAF, Vietnam and Korean war era. 
b) 6 Mar 2019: Dale Nelson Long, US Air Force, Vietnam and Korean war era.
c) 12 Mar 2019: John Author Clark, US Navy, Vietnam and Korean war era.
d) 12 Mar 2019: Larry Huff, US Army, Vietnam and Korean war era with Bronze Star.
e) 22 Mar 2019: Robert Aaron Francis Jr, US Army, Vietnam and Korean war era.
f) 26 Mar 2019: Cornelio Martinez Cristobol Jr, US Navy, Vietnam and Korean war era. 
g) 10 Apr 2019: Thomas Lee Gold, US Air Force, Vietnam and Korean war era.
h) 12 Apr 2019: Melvin Edward Troth, US Air Force, Gulf war era.
i) 16 Apr 2019: James Eugene Laughland (Waiting DD214 for info). 

5) Grave Digger membership still stands at 1417 adding one new Grave Diggers since February 2019 (Corrected 
from the last report). 

a) Anthony Mosley VFW Post 8180

6) Current Grave Digger funds stand at approximately $9,100.  



///Original Signed///
Norman G Smith
Grave Digger/Post 2485 Quartermaster


